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message from 
svetlana stolyarova

founder of rcg 

Dear Friends!

If one is to visit Cleveland, it should be in September. The sunny grace of late summer, the festivals, the
street concerts—all of this creates the atmosphere of a vibrant, welcoming city. The activists and

volunteers of the Russian Cultural Garden have made a significant contribution to shaping this atmosphere.
We are proud to have taken part in organizing a remarkable event—the debut concert of the magnificent

Russian pianist Polina Osetinskaya, which took place on September 12th at Severance Hall.

Cleveland audiences are accustomed to the greatest names, and musicians consider it an honor to perform
before Clevelanders, who have earned the reputation of being an educated, refined, sensitive, and highly

discerning public. Polina Osetinskaya was nervous before her concert in Severance Hall’s Grand Hall, and with
reason: although well known in Russia, Europe, Latin America, and Asia, she had only performed in major U.S.

venues such as Carnegie Hall alongside violinist Maxim Vengerov, while her solo concerts had been held in
the intimate settings of smaller halls. The main source of her anxiety—and at the same time, the greatest

gift to the Cleveland audience—was the very demanding, carefully designed, and meticulously staged
program she brought to Cleveland. To perform five works by Bach as a single piece, holding the audience’s

attention for fifty minutes, is an achievement in itself. And how sensitively, with tears of cleansing and
gratitude, the audience received this “unprecedented Bach marathon,” as one attendee called it.

By including in her program technically formidable works by Tchaikovsky, the pianist not only displayed
astonishing virtuosity but also paid homage to the great Russian musical tradition, for which we are deeply

grateful to the wonderful Polina Osetinskaya. Her performance was met with a standing ovation, flowers,
and three encores—something even the seasoned staff of the Hall remarked upon: “We have welcomed the
greatest virtuosos of the world at Severance, but three encores—that is truly extraordinary, even for our

Hall.” The concert also received glowing reviews from the city’s music critics.

I believe that the city’s residents and the representatives of the Russian-speaking community will continue
to support our future initiatives in bringing the finest musicians of the Russian school to Cleveland

audiences. Upcoming plans include a concert by Vadim Repin, musical-literary evenings at the Museum of Art,
and concerts by young performers. After all, the mission of the Russian Cultural Garden is to promote

Russian culture and present its finest achievements to the people of the United States.

Svetlana Stolyarova



Traditional Russian New Year’s
Celebration for Children with the

Russian Cultural Garden

december 21st

All details coming next month. Stay tuned!



the club includes:

Want to improve your spoken English, make new
friends, and have a great time?тJoin our
Multicultural ESL Club of Cleveland, organized by
teacher Tonya Mohamed!

Club meetings are held monthly — stay updated
on our page:

facebook.com/groups/1798737884382405

Spoken English practice
Sharing resources and experiences
Board games
Warm and friendly socializing

Everyone is welcome — any English level, any age!
Come with your whole family and invite your friends!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1798737884382405
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1798737884382405


we are on
instagram!



OPEN AIR MOVIE
FINAL MOVIE NIGHT OF THE

SEASON AT THE RUSSIAN
GARDEN

On September 19, in the cozy
atmosphere of the Russian Cultural

Garden, we held the final screening of
the season’s Open Air Movie Night.

Together, we watched the legendary
film “Rodnya”, enjoyed the fresh fall

air, good conversation, and the
warmth of friendly company.

Thank you to everyone who spent this
evening with us! We are already looking
forward to the next season of Open Air
Movie Nights—meeting again, watching

beloved films, and creating special memories
together.



MULTICULTURAL
FESTIVAL
September 20 , 2025th

On September 20, Rocky River Public Library
hosted a truly special celebration - the
Multicultural Festival. On this day,
representatives of different countries and
cultures came together to share their heritage
through music, dance, traditional costumes,
cuisine, and history.

The Russian Cultural Garden was proud to
join this vibrant event alongside Kazakhstan,
Turkey, Poland, Mexico, Peru, the Czech
Republic, Hungary, and many other countries.
Each group shared its culture through the
language of art, movement, and smiles,
creating a unique atmosphere of unity and
inspiration.

A special thank you goes to our talented
performers. Aigerim Alibek and her
students presented the audience with
graceful and delicate Kazakh dances, filled
with beauty and the depth of tradition. Alena
Reshetnikova and her ensemble “Paprika
Show” lit up the stage and the hearts of
festival guests with their vibrant and joyful
performances.

Events like these are a reminder that, despite differences in language and
customs, we are united by a love of culture, respect for our roots, and the desire

to be together. May there be more and more celebrations of friendship and
mutual understanding.



Aquarius:
In October, you will feel
that the world is full of
signs and hints guiding
you toward something

big. The key is not to miss
them amid the routine.

Capricorn:
Your inner strategist will

reach a new level in
October. Even chaos will

seem like a carefully
designed pattern that you

can decipher.

Aries:
October will push you to

act fast, like an action
movie hero—but with an

umbrella instead of a
sword. Don’t be surprised

if your ideas suddenly
find support in the most

unexpected places.

Taurus:
A month of mysteries and

surprises awaits you.
You might suddenly

discover a new talent—
like finding exactly
what you need in the

chaos faster than any
detective.

Gemini:
Your mind will be

running at cosmic speed.
In October, you’ll be like
a Wi-Fi router: picking up

every signal, even the
strangest ones, and
sharing them with

everyone around you.

Cancer:
You will feel a surge of

magical energy. Your
intuition and dreams

will become so vivid that
they could rival a tarot

reader’s predictions.

Leo:
Your charismatic light
will brighten even the

darkest corners of
October. People will be

drawn to you for
inspiration, and you’ll

feel like the main
character in a movie..

Virgo:
Your plans may suddenly
change, but that could

lead to something
wonderful. In October, the

stars advise leaving a
little room for

spontaneity.

Libra:
Your month! Luck will wink

at you in the most
unexpected situations.

October gives you a chance
to feel like the creator of

your own reality.

Scorpio:
You will be mysterious

and magnetic. The world
will adjust to your
rhythm, and secrets

hidden from others will
reveal themselves to you.

Sagittarius:
Your adventurous spirit
will reach new horizons

this month. You might
finally find the answer to a

question you’ve been
putting off for a long time.

Pisces:
A special emotional

depth awaits you. You
will see beauty where

others see dullness, and
your vision will inspire

those around you.

Zodiac in Shock:
What Awaits in October 2025



My first encounter with the Russian Cultural
Garden was in 2024, when we prepared a New

Year’s Yolka for children together. At this
celebration, my students—both adults and little

ones—also performed. What impressed me most
was the atmosphere of openness and support.
Here, everyone can be themselves, share ideas,

seek inspiration, and receive genuine feedback. It’s
a rare and special feeling—to be heard and

understood, especially in the world of creativity.

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

AIGERIM

Dear Aigerim, congratulations on
your well-deserved title of

Volunteer of the Month!

Your energy and love for dance
make every celebration at the

Russian Cultural Garden vibrant and
unforgettable.

You, together with your students,
brought joy to the guests at the

New Year’s Yolka, lit up the stage at
Maslenitsa, and added magic to the
Children’s Day celebration on June

1  with your performances.st

Thank you for your talent,
inspiration, and ability to create a
festive atmosphere. We are so
happy that you are part of our

wonderful team!

We wish you new stages, creative
ideas, and even more applause!

VOICES OF THE RUSSIAN GARDEN

ALIBEK

I am originally from Almaty, Kazakhstan. I have been
dancing for over 30 years and also teach flamenco
and folk-stage dance. Since 2023, I have served as

an ambassador for the Kazakh community in
Cleveland. I am married and a mother of two

wonderful children. I love traveling and discovering
new and interesting places. I am an animal lover,

and in my free time, I enjoy knitting.

TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF — WHERE ARE
YOU FROM AND WHAT DO YOU ENJOY DOING IN

YOUR FREE TIME?

HOW DID YOUR FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH OUR
GARDEN HAPPEN, AND WHAT WAS IT THAT

CAPTURED YOUR HEART?

WHAT INSPIRES YOU THE MOST IN OUR GARDEN?

I am inspired by the sincerity, the freedom of
self-expression, and the energy of people who

truly care.



JOIN THE VOLUNTEER TEAM OF
THE RUSSIAN CULTURAL

GARDEN!

Looking for new friends in Cleveland? Volunteering at the

Russian Cultural Garden is a great way to meet new people and

become part of a friendly team!

It doesn’t require a permanent commitment – you can help

whenever you have the time and desire.

Interested? email  us at

russiangardencle@gmail.com.

We welcome everyone!



EDITORIAL
RECOMMENDS!

IF YOU LOVE MUSIC AND
FUN QUIZZES, YOMAHA
YOMASHOW IS JUST FOR

YOU!

IT’S AN EXCITING MUSICAL
QUIZ WHERE PARTICIPANTS
GUESS SONGS AND SIMPLY
HAVE A GREAT TIME WITH

FRIENDS.

OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE
FREQUENT ATTENDEES! WE
COMPETE FOR PRIZES, TAKE

PART IN CONTESTS, AND
SING AT THE TOP OF OUR

LUNGS.

IF YOU WANT TO JOIN THE
NEXT GAME, STAY TUNED
FOR UPDATES AND DON’T

MISS THE CHANCE TO SPEND
AN UNFORGETTABLE

EVENING!

https://www.facebook.com/yomahayomashow.cle


Dear Clevelanders!

The Russian Cultural Garden of Cleveland continues its search for a
talented architect or landscape designer to create a design for our grounds.
We plan to develop sketches and plans for installing unique installations

that will highlight the cultural heritage and beauty of our garden.

If you would like to contribute to the development of the garden or know
someone who might be interested, we would be happy to hear from you!

Please contact us by email at: russiangardencle@gmail.com

Let’s work together to make the Russian Cultural Garden of
Cleveland a place that inspires and delights!



DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?
Interesting and Unusual Facts About October:

Literature Month

The Month of Masquerades and Rituals

The Month of Historical

Discoveries

In October 1492, Columbus
discovered America, and in 1957, the
first artificial satellite, Sputnik-1, was
launched. These events became

milestones in human history,
reshaping the map of the world and

ushering in the space age.

Animals Change Their

“Wardrobe”
Many famous writers were
born in October, including

Oscar Wilde, Miguel de
Cervantes, and Ivan Bunin (by

the way, the first Russian
Nobel Prize winner in

Literature).

In October, many animals begin to
shed and change their coat to a
winter color - such as hares and
stoats. This helps them better

camouflage in the winter forest
and survive the harsh cold.

Halloween has its roots in the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain,
when it was believed that the boundaries between the worlds of

the living and the dead blurred. It is from this tradition that the
custom of dressing in scary costumes to “trick” evil spirits originated.



Your support is the future of the Russian-
speaking community.

Dear friends,
The Russian Cultural Garden is a place where Russian culture lives: children get to know

Pushkin, folk songs fill the air, and we feel like one big family.

With love, our volunteers create a space where people can connect with their roots and
pass them on. From flower beds to concerts, everything is done by hand, often using

personal resources. The garden needs your support to thrive and grow. Every donation
is an investment in our culture and community.

Making a contribution is easy:
Send any amount via Zelle to: russiangardencle@gmail.com

In the note, please write: "Donation for Russian Cultural Garden". 

Every contribution matters — even the smallest amount makes a big difference.
Thanks to you, culture continues to thrive.



Subscribe to the Russian Cultural
Garden Magazine!

Do you want to stay updated on the most interesting events, projects, and news
related to the Russian Cultural Garden? Subscribe to our monthly newsletter and
stay in the loop with all the important updates!

How to subscribe?

Send an email to russiangardencle@gmail.com with the subject "I Want to
Subscribe!", and we’ll add you to our subscriber list.

Each issue includes:
A review of past events;
Announcements of upcoming events;
Exclusive interviews and materials;
And much more!

Stay connected with our culture
and history!


